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THE CALL. 

God! fight we not within a cursed world, 
Whose very air teems thick with leagued 

fiends, 
Each wTord we speak has infinite effects, 
Each soul we pass must go to heaven or 

hell— 
And this our one chance through e terni ty : 
To drop and die, like dead leaves in the 
brake! 
• • * • • • • • 

Be earnest, EARNEST, EARNEST; mad if 
thou wilt; 

Do what thou dost as if the stake were 
heaven, 

And that they last deed ere the judgment 
day . ' ' 

—Charles Kingsley. 

PERSONAL. 

For the month of May and June the 
Organising Secretary will be travell ing 
in Victoria and South Australia. All com-
munications and donations to work from 
friends in N.S/W. may be sent to Head-
quarters, Diocesan Church House, George 
Street, Sydney. The Honorary Clerical 
Secretary, Rev, Canon Langley, the Rec-
tory Woollahra, will be glad to give x>er-
sonal attention to any urgent mat ters . 

THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY 
FOE AUSTRALIA AND TASMANIA. 

Headquarters: Diocesan Church House, 
George Street . 

Sydney, N.S.W. 
President: Eight Be v. ,J. D. Langley, D.D. 
Hon. Clerical Secretary: Rev. Canon Lang-

ley, Sydney. 
Hon. Treasurer: T. Holt, Esq,, Sydney. 

Victorian Officers:— 
Hon. Secretary: Rev. A. P . Chase, Mel-

bourne. 
Hon. Treasurer: "W. H. Garrard, Esq., Ard-
millan Road, Moonee Ponds. 

Organising Secretary for Austral ia : Rev. 
S. J . Kirkby, B.A., Headquarters House, 
Sydney. 

WHAT T H E SOCIETY SEEKS TO DO. 

.1. To make the Distant Bush a sphere 
where Christ is magnified in life and 
thought. This will be attempted by 

eial Brotherhood and Mission agencies. 
2. To influence with strong, manly 

Christian spirit and warm social fell••••••• 

ship the life in the Construction Camps, 
the Shearing Sheds, and tke rural Indus-
t r ia l Sett lements of our several States . 

3. To provide for the circulation in 
country areas of heal thy l i terature in de-
fence and propagation of the Christian 
Fa i th . 

4. To call and prepare men " and wo-
men for work in specialised Bush 
Ministry. 

FOOLS FOR CHRIST'S SAKE. 

to' 
Fools 

shaming 

I t has been the fools who have really 
saved the world. The respective genera-
tions to which they belong misunderstood 
them, laughed at them. Their friends as 
well as their enemies stood up to con-
demn them and sometimes to destroy them. 
But time always vindicated them, and lat-
er, generations realised their wortn. 

have been the salt of the earth, 
us out . of our worldlvwise but 

carnal policies and saving us from a sel-
fish materialism. Not t ha t they found us 
easy to teach or willing to respond. 
Frequent ly they were compelled to go 
down to the depths of foolishness—even 
to death—to convince us of our error. The 
pi ty of i t is tha t we let them die and 
scoffed at them for exhibit ing themselves 
as such fools while we still enter ta ined our 
notions and hugged our delusions. But 
the world was saved. Truth was kept 
free, and love inviolate. The fools have 
rendered us tha t service. 

Think of some of them! At once there 
springs to our mind the Master, even the 
Lord Jesus. Contemporaries (we wri te 
reverently) judged Him the greatest fool 
of all. In terpreted in terms of the wis-
dom of this wrorld His life was a failure, 
and His submission to death u t te r fool-
ishness. Yet in tha t life, yea, preeminent-
ly in tha t death there was the world '$ 
redemption. We had perished, morally, 
socially, spiritually, if He had not died. 
And He stands at the head of a wonderful 
succession, a succession of men and women 
who live in our affection and undying es-
teem because they hazarded everything and 
made themselves fools for His, and shall 
wre say? for our sake. There is Pau l wTho 
abandoned the prospects and pleasures of 
this life and gave himself to arduous t rav-
el, unremi t t ing toil, ceaseless minis t ry and 
eventually to a malefactor ' s death. There 
is Francis of Assissi, Savonarola of Flor-
ence, the ever-glorious mar tyrs of the Re-
formation, Cranmer, Ridley and Lat imer , 
who died a t the stake, and noble souls like 
Livingstone, and General Gordon. .Judged 
b y the standard of this world they were 
fools arid doubtless were often stigmatised 
as such. Yet thev live on in a rich and 

wondrous immortal i ty of t rue fame; 
wmile others, their contemporaries, calcu-
la t ing and designing, are forgotten or des-
pised. 

And women also belong to this holy 
band of whom the world has not always 
been worthy. Two sisters of the New 
Testament story will always be remem-
bered for their u t t e r foolishness and yet 
for their real value. One is the poor 
widow of Jerusalem, who in giving to the 
work of God gave " a l l t h a t she had, even 
all her l i v i n g / ' sacrificing as i t were not 
only her income but even her capital . 
The other is Mary of Bethany, who in-
curred the censorious criticism of those 
of superior wisdom because she made sac-
rifice to her Lord and Master and counted 
not the cost. Of course these were* fools; 
they were all fools, but would to God t h a t 
we had more like them in these present 
days. 

For Austral ia stands in sore need of 
daring souls who are prepared to with-
s tand popular opinion, to r isk all t h a t 
they have and all t ha t they are, to sac-
rifice worldly prospects, even to be cruci-
fied. We need them in the special minis-
t ry for the distant bush. Our young clergy 
are making fine response to the call to sac-
rifice and here we must confess tha t Syd-
ney Diocese stands first. F rom the Church 
there has gone forth a succession of .men, 
wdio have left behind the comfort and 
fellowship of the city, the pleasant pro-
spects of ministry in the mother-diocese of 
Austral ia, in order to give service to the 
cause of the living Christ in some of the 
most difficult and depressing areas of 
Austral ia . Perhaps some of their compan-
ions have called them fools, and perhaps 
such they a re ; but they are " f o o l s for 
Chris t ' s s a k e . " These lines are not 
wr i t ten to belaud them bu t just to s ta te 
a simple fact. We only hope tha t others 
will follow in their t rain, tha t men in the 
ministry in the capi tal cities wall courage-
ously face the issue and ask themselves 
" D o e s God wan t us a t the outposts and 
not at the c i t a d e l ? " We ask young men 
in t ra in ing in our Universi t ies and Theo-
logical colleges to th ink the ma t t e r out. 
To give a few years (two at least) to 
service in the F a r West may mean a sac-
rifice, bu t it is worth i t all* 

The young women of the Church have a 
responsibility in this mat ter . Bush Nurses 
and Deaconesses have wonderful opportun-
ities for expressing the love of Christ in 
terms of beautiful winsome service. 

Surely if the mothers of men are pre-
pared to go out info pioneering areas and 
suffer hardship arM isolation, their sisters, 
who have been touched by the Spirit of 
Christ, will not hesi ta te to go out and 
minister to them. I t means much we 
know, madness some will call i t , bu t i t is 
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always worth while being a "fool for 
Christ 's s a k e . " Moreover it is only in 
that way that Australia will be redeemed. 
Pleasure, materialism, fripperies of modern 
life, the unreality of things curse us at 
the present. The only thing that will save 
us is a spirituality that will count all 
things but a loss, that will refuse to 
acknowledge the world's standards, that 
will keep to the way of the Cross. 

Therefore we make appeal to our youth 
in Australia for daring self-sacrificing ser-
vice. In our own particular work we want 
men who are not afraid to be unconven-
tional in their ministry, men who can 
stand a scoffing laugh as well as a cyni-
cal sneer, men who will put God and His 
ministry absolutely first and everything 
else last. To sum up we* want men of 
vision, venturesomeness and vim; of vision 
as those who have seen the challenging 
Christ; of venturesomeness, as those who 
will hazard their prospects and their lives 
for His sake; of vim as those who will 
rest not day or night to carry out His 
will. Of course such will be fools; but 
what of that? 

WHAT SOME CHURCHES HAVE DONE. 

B.C.A. Sunday, celebrated on February 
6th, was a great success. The response 
of Churches and Churchpeople was most 
generous and the Retiring Collections were 
in most cases unexpectedly large. Some 
of the incidents of the movement will in-
terest our readers. During the week pre-
ceding the Sunday we received intimation 
for St. Barnabas' , George Street West, 
Sydney that the Retiring Collection would 
be no less than £10. A cheque for that 
amount duly came to hand. The Eastwood 
Mission Band, desiring to help, organised 
a ' ' blackberry hunt . ' ' One result of their 
prickly labours was a nice gift of 10/-
for our funds. St. Mark's , Granville, fol-
lowed up the Sunday giving with a gen-
erous collection at a Travel Talk during 
the week following. At this latter func-
tion the young ladies sold home-made 
sweets to the value of £3. The total 
amount was handed to the B.C.A. Surely 
they have a mind to work in that parish. 
St. Alban's Sunday School, Leura, in a 
spirit of true and sacrificial giving voted 
the total amount of their funds to the 
Society. St. Paul's, Bendigo, Victoria, 
holds the record for meetings. The Sec-
retary 's Travel Talk was attended by 
nearly 400 people and keen interest and 
generous support characterised the people. 
Bowral friends showed their generosity by 
the many donations sent to the office, both 
directly and through the Rector. 

We wish that we had space unlimited 
to enumerate the kindly deeds of truly 
Christian giving. Many more should be 
mentioned, especially Victorian helpers. 
To them all- we give thanks. We are en-
couraged to look forward to great things 
when the day comes round again next 
year. 

A SUGGESTION. 

In most of our inland towns the con-
vents, of the Roman Church provide the 
onlv musical education for the voung. In 
many cases the sisters are excellent 
teachers and at the same time very charm-

ing personalities. Protestant parents send 
their children to the Convents because of 
the musical education received there; the 
resultant danger to a healthy Protestant-
ism is quite obvious. The time seems to 
have arrived when the Church of England 
should step into the field and make an 
earnest attempt to send teachers of music 
and painting, etc., into our country towns. 
If the clergy in the country would co-
operate with the Bush Church Aid Society 
i t is quite possible that before long we 
should have a band of music teachers 
going forth into the country to consecrate 
their talents to the service of God and 
good citizenship. The best scheme to 
follow would be for the clergy interested 
to write to the Organising Secretary of 
the B.C.A. and possibly some useful plan 
arrived at. For instance, it is often 
difficult in the country to get a suitable 
organist for the Church services. Here 
our music teachers could help the local 
parish besides teaching music during the 
week. For various reasons a teacher of 
music might not be able to carry on long 
enough in a town to become well estab-
lished, here the "B.C.A. could step in and 
help. We throw this suggestion out and 
invite correspondence from country 
clergy on the subject. Already one music 
teacher has been sent to a country town 
and results are justifying the step taken. 

WILCANNIA HOSTEL. 

put the Hostel out of debt so that there 
be no hindrance to the developmental 
work which we undertake. The Hostel 
will grow. Therefore we make earnest ap-
peal to all readers to share in this enter-
prise by sending a special donation. One 
kind friend in particular has helped us 
magnificently. Through her unstinted 
Christian generosity we have been able to 
accomplish so much. I t is for others to 
take their share. Churches, Sunday 
Schools and Guilds can also assist. Many 
can give. All can pray. Pray ye that the 
Lord and Giver of all good gifts touch 
the hearts of His people. Remember the 
Hostel is at work. The children are in re-
sidence. Wilcannia people are doing-their 
share. Ours is truly the only Hostel for 
Protestant children in the Far West. Bv 
it the children are saved from the Con-
vent and kept for our own Church. As 
you love your faith and as you love your 
Church, Help! 

Donations may be sent to Secretary or 
Treasurer, Bush Church Aid Society, St. 
Andrew's Cathedral, Sydney. 

Would that our readers could see the 
fine and commodious house which now is 
the Hostel! By the grace of our God and 
the generosity of His people have won-
drous things come to pass. The Society 
is now the owner of one of the best 
houses in the township, as well as the con-
tents, which latter, by the way, include a 
piano. The Hostel is thus a permanent 
establishment in full working order, and 
with complete equipment. We belive that 
a new page in the Church history of the 
Far West has commenced. We pray that 
it will prove to be one marked with a re-
cord of blessing. 

Simply described the Hostel consists of 
some six or seven large rooms, sleeping 
out verandahs, etc.; built of wood and set 
in grounds covering about one acre. The 
whole is securely fenced; the portion in 
front of the Hostel being of ornamental 
iron work. Each room is adequately furn-
ished; the whole being in thorough re-
pair. A pleasant little lawn and garden 
give a homely touch as well provide a 
place of recreation and rest to the child-
ren. 

We believe that the purchase of the pro-
perty will make a great difference in the 
attitude of the people in the Far West. 
Our action will be indication to them 
that we have come to stay. Thus will 
they will be more willing to confide their 
children to our care. The Rev. and Mrs. 
Harvey are in charge of the Hostel, and 
Miss Purcell, whom the Society sent up 
for special service, is rendering invalu-
able assistance. Through the endeavours 
of the latter lady a fine G.F.S. has been 
formed and a healthy Christian life finds 
hapuy and useful expression. 

Our readers must remember that the 
total purchase money has not been paid. 
The sum of £150 at least must be forth-
coming;—the sooner the better. We must 

One of the lonely graves on the White 
Cliffs track. 

" O u t on the wastes of the Never Never— 
That ' s where the dead men lie! 

There where the heat-waves dance for 
ever— 

That 's where the dead men lie! 

Where brown Summer atrtT Death have 
mated— 

That ' s where the dead men lie! 
Loving with fiery lust unsated— 

That 's where the dead men lie! 
—Barcroft H. Boake. 

— — I •-! <!•• •Mil I "fr—rt^^g»—4.I-IM II— l l l - l .— II I 

A RARE CONGREGATION. 

As a general rule it might be said that 
when the Church doors are opened there 
is no wild rush for entrance, nor do folk 
clamour for admittance to the service, yet 
this was not the case last summer at an 
outback Church in a B.C.A. area. When 
the padre, accompanied by the local school 
teacher had entered the Church to prepare 
for worship, and after the lamps were 
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lighted, eager and persistent knoekings 
were heard as though a multitude de-
manded admission. No sooner were the 
doors and windows opened than in they 
flocked, not singly but in battalions. 
Picture the consternation on the face of 
the minister as he witnessed the eager 
throng. This could not be equalled in any-
great city parish. Embarrassment was 
great enough at the sight of the numbers 
but i t increased tenfold, when i t was 
realised that the invasion was tha t of a 
countless army of grasshoppers, which had 
been attracted to the Church by the lights. 
Mud-coloured, tawny-hued, green-eyed, 
wire-whiskered, hook-legged monsters they 
were too. Prayer books and preacher, 
lamps and ladies were the objects of their 
close and clinging attention. In vain did 
the earnest exhortations sound forth from 
the pulpit. The congragation could give 
itself to nought but wild gestieulatory 
action, and constant wriggle, in futile at-
tempt to keep the whirring, crawling in-
sects away. Service closed; l ights were 
turned down and the pests betook them-
selves to other fields. The padre t rusts 
that they will have joined some other de-
nomination by the time tha t they decide 
to attend worship again. 

indispensable) was unstrapped and 
brought into use. To dig and to sweat 
and to toil is a work of combined piety 
and necessity. A pa th for the machine 
must be made. Whi te Cliffs is eventual ly 
reached at sun-down. To t ake service 
tha t night was a physical impossibility. 
Our s ta lwar t workers here, the School 
Master and the Nurse, make rapid visita-
tion of the li t t le township and on the 
next day services are commenced. Solemn 
yet holy joy a t tends the observance and 
the interest manifested affords full recom-
pense for all labour. Minis t ra t ion in this 
far-off place is beginning to show results. 

TOR WHICH WE GIVE THANKS. 

Our thanks must of necessity be full-
hear ted since so many of our needs enum-
erated in last issue have been supplied. 
Our confidence tha t the published list 
would be great ly abbrevia ted was not mis-
placed. To our God be all the praise. 
Slowly we are learning the lesson which 
the Word has long since t augh t : " A s k and 
ye shall r ece ive ." Mission Van, Portable 
Organ, Folding Camera, Indoor Games 
have all been provided. Donations for 
the Motor Cycle for Cobar came in so 
tha t the Society was encouraged to ven-
ture on this most necessary purchase. The 
large cottage rented at Wilcannia as a 
Hostel contained a Piano which admirably 
serves the purpose of our work. I t leaves* 
us with bu t l i t t le to ask for. However, 
we must express our sincerest thanks to 
the many kind friends who in such gen-
erous fashion have helped on the good 
cause. Large parcels of useful magazines, 
books and papers continue to arrive. Some-
times they come without any int imation of 
the donor. Our appreciation is none the 
less real and sincere even though we are 
not able to make any direct acknowledg-
ment. 

T H E THINGS YOTJ CAN GIVE. 

St. Mary 's Church of England, White 
Cliffs. 

HOLY WEEK AT WHITE CLIFFS. 

I t is easy to plan services at a dis tant 
outpost; it is quite another mat ter to carry 
them out. White Cliffs had not had any 
Holy Week observance for a considerable 
time. We determined that for the year 
of grace, 1921, it would not be forgotten. 
Ear ly on the Monday morning the motor 
cycle and its driver sped out of Wilcannia 
with the prospect of reaching the desired 
haven ii^ the afternoon. What mat ters a 
run of 70 miles in these days of petrol and 
pneumatic tyres! But petrol and tyres 
may be quite right, yet when a jarr ing, 
smashing noise and a jerking, bucking 
movement synchronise in the . locality of 
the chain case—well everything matters . 
Two hours with wrench and"pliers effect 
a repair and once again the t rack is 
faced. Miles fly quickly by and then 
conies Bunker Creek. The name gives some 
hint of its peculiarity. Generally it offers 
no obstacle, but heavy rain of a week pre-
vious left it in fearful and treacherous 
state. Here a t rusty spade (the parson 's 

Love hastens to express itself in gift. 
I t was so in t h e house at Bethany. When 
the alabaster box of ointment was needed, 
a Mary was present who divined the need 
and of her loving hear t supplied it. The 
fragrance of the ointment filled the whole 
house, bu t the fragrance of the act has 
wafted down the whole course of Christ-
ian history. I t was bu t a small gift, but 
it had a significance and blessing which 
the giver never dreamed of. And gift-
making to-day may still be as i t was then, 
so long as i t is made unto Him and 
through Him. 

We append a little list of gifts which 
some will like to make.— 

Life of Christ—Illustrated for use of 
children. We need many of these to leave 
at lonely selectors ' homes where there are 
li t t le ones too far away to a t tend Sun-
day School. 

Scripture Pictures.—Large-sized rolls of 
these pictures which can be displayed upon 
a wall are purchasable a t 10/- each. Three 
or four such rolls would help our men 
in their work. 

Lante rn and sheet wi th acetylene gas 
generator.—The day of " s t i l l " pictures 
has not yet passed. In the back country 
they a t t rac t both old and young. We 
need another outfit. 

Lantern Slides depicting Scr iptural or 
historical scenes are needed, also slides 
i l lustrat ive of stories suitable for children. 
These are required for use in connection 
with the w^ork a t Wilcannia and Cobar. 

Transformer or Rheostat for electric arc 
lamp used in display of pictures . Perhaps 
some of our friends in the electrical pro-
fession can help us with this requisite. 
The arc fitment has already been given. 

Our Victorian friends can help us not 
only in respect of any of the i tems above 
but also to meet the needs a t the Torum-
bar ry Lock. This work will appeal to 
them since i t is s i tuated in their own 
Sta te . 

A complete lantern outfit wi th sheet 
and generator is desired. For the winter 
nights a t the Camp we must be ready 
to make provision. Lan te rn services and 
lantern lectures will be a great boon. £10 
will purchase an outfit. 

Lantern slides, sacred and secular, will 
be useful. Slides depict ing foreign 
scenes, missionary work and temperance 
stories are especially valuable. 

Sunday School equipment such as 
packets of tex t cards, etc. 

Books: Hea l thy fiction, suitable for a 
Circulating l ibrary ; second-hand or new 
magazines, weeklies, i l lus t ra ted Journals 
for adults and children. 

Concerning the lantern gear the Organ-
izing Secretary will be glad to hear from 
any prospective donor. Parcels of books 
magazines, etc., may be sent by rai l (se-
curely packed) to F . St. John Lester, Esq., 
Church of England, Gunbower, Victoria. 

A postcard to Mr. Lester , who is carry-
ing on the Camp work, will ensure de-
livery being taken. I t would help us 
much if donors in sending packages would 
pay freight charges. 

TOEUMBARRY CONSTRUCTION CAMP 

The Bush Church Aid Society has en-
tered upon a new under taking , t ha t of pro-
viding help for the religious and social 
work a t tUe big construction camp a t 
Torumbarry, on the River Murray in Vic-
toria. This par t icular field lies a t the 
northernmost point in the Diocese of 
Bendigo, and is the scene of a canvas 
township, populated by navvies and the i r 
families. A busy , work goes on in the 
construction of the lock which is being 
thrown across the great river. Men have 
been drawn from other par t s of the Sta te 
and it is considered tha t for five or six 
years at least some hundreds will be em-
ployed. The Bishop of the diocese de-
tailed a man for the work of the minis t ry 
in the camp and invited the Society to 
come in and help. Arrangements have 
thus been completed and so we ask our 
friends and supporters, especially those in 
Victoria, to s tand with us in the enter-
prise. I t represents a piece of work 
which the B.C.A. was formed to do. I t 
is something total ly different from any 
conventional parish life. I t bristles with 
difficulty. The men are wor thy of the 
best our Church can give; but they are 
not always easy of approach. Yet we are 
out to tackle the hardest problems and 
refuse to be daunted by indifference or op- <*&• 
position. At the camp there are a number 
of young people, boys and girls, whose 



parents are on the field. These must not 
be overlooked. In our next issue we hope 
to be able to give details of work among 
them. For the present our readers will 
see tha t our responsibilities grow apace. 
We rejoice thereat and are glad to have 
share in bearing the burden of minis t ry 
in so important a centre. I t consti tutes 
a call to prayer as well to giving. We 
believe tha t the friends of the B.C.A. will 
not fail. 

THE EEAL AUSTEALIAISI. 

A TRAVELLING MISSION VAN. 

" T H E REAL AUSTRALIAN." 

Our subscr ibers ' list grows apace. Each 
week brings in a new list of names, and 
from many places in the States we receive 
requests for copies. To our friends and 
present subscribers much must be due, 
since subscriptions came to us from 
quarters untouched by any of our workers. 
I n some of the parishes there is keen en-
thusiasm. The young people of St. Mark ' s , 
Granville (under the leadership of Miss 
Spr ingat t , local representa t ive) , undertook 
a campaign in thei r parish. The result 
was tha t a list of 54 subscribers was 
handed in to our office. I t was a fine piece 
of work and our slogan was "Granville 
leads, all others follow.'* But the people 
of St.* P a u l ' s , Lithgow, wi th Miss Geer as 
representat ive, took up the challenge and 
secured 104 subscribers. The slogan now 
is 'L i thgow leads and Granville follows.' 
We hear i t rumoured tha t Granville 
friends are bent on assuming the lead 
again. Anyhow we t h a n k them for the 
great impetus tha t they gave to the cir-
culation of our paper. Other parishes fol-
low up well, Concord West and Hurlstone 
P a r k also registering good numbers. 

Persons desiring copies of the paper 
may send their subscriptions (1/6 p.a.) to 
the Rev. S. J. Kirkby, B.A., Organising 
Secretary, Church House, George Street, 
Sydney, or to the Victorian Treasurer, W. 
H. Garrard, Esq., Ardmillan Road, Moonee 
Ponds. 

We must not fail to satisfy the pardon-
able curiosity of some concerning our t i t le 
" T h e Real A u s t r a l i a n " and i ts signific-
ance. One reason for adopt ing such was 
given in our last issue. 

Our paper stands for a dist inct ive work 
in the land. I t also stands for a distinc-
t ive type of character. And for the pro-
motion of tha t type we are working. To 
us a Real Austral ian is one who puts the 
religion of the Lord Jesus Christ abso-
lutely first in his life and who remits the 
seryi.ee of the Master as worthy of sacri-
fice. The empty frivolity seen at our 
pleasure resorts, the commercialised vice 
tha t characterises the racecourse, the 
grasping selfishness evidenced in some 
business circles, the idolence ind aimless-
ness which prevail in so many lives have 
no place in the life and interest of a real 
Aust ra l ian . 

We hot ly combat the notion tha t the 
chief endeavour of existence should be 
" t o have a good t i m e . " Austral ia is 
cursed wi th those who love ease and who 
have a disregard for duty. Our mission is 
to help mit igate the incidence of this 
curse.. For all t ha t is heroic and inspir-
ing in the Christian religion, for all tha t 
is sweet and sane and noble in human life 
we stand. Therefore, humbly, yet defin-
i telv we entit le our -journal which is ex-
pressivo of these ideals and aspirations 
" T h e Real Aus t r a l i an . " 

The hopes expressed in our last issue 
have been realised. We are the grateful 
and happy possessors of a well-equipped 
and suitably constructed Mission Van out-
fit. Through the generosity of a family 
which has supported our work from its 
inception we were enabled to make the 
necessary purchase. The van will be em-
ployed for l i terature distr ibution and pas-
toral work. A useful opportuni ty lies 
open before the Church of England in re-
spect of such combined functions. We 
believe tha t at the present, in Austral ia, 
with its ext raordinary facilities for con-
tinuous out-door ministry, there is not a 
single Church Van at work anywhere. Our 
friends of other denominations have been 
busy. We have been inact ive. However, 
a change is at hand and we hope tha t the 
Church of England van, maintained by the 
Bush Church Aid Society, will become a 
familiar and welcome sight in back-
country distr icts. The stocking the van is 
a responsibility. There must be l i tera ture 
to sell; some good heal thy fiction, both for 
adults as well as for children, would not 
be out of place. Bibles, Testaments, Prayer 
Books, Hymn Books, must be included. We 
must have quanti t ies of l i tera ture for free 
dis t r ibut ion; t rac ts and pamphlets on the 
Christian life, also on good Church teach-
ing. A lantern outfit should be included, 
with slides for use at services. A musical 
instrument is required, and as space is a 
consideration we shall dismiss thoughts of 
pianos and organs and just th ink of an 
accordeon. The Society possesses such an 
instrument, of which the Organising Sec-
re ta ry has learned to become the master. 
I t s usefulness on out-back travels cannot 
be disputed. We want another. A van 
missioner should find it indispensable, for 
with it he can be choir and organist at 
the same time. 

We had hoped tha t a worker for the van 
would have been available immediately. 
Unfortunately our arrangements fell 
through. We are making enquiries now 
for an experienced worker who must be a 
communicant member of the Church of 
England, and one able to endure hardness 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. I t may 
be tha t one of our readers has a call to 
such a ministry. He should place himself 
in communication with the Organising Sec-
retary, Diocesan Church House, George 
Street, Sydney. 

POSTS AND RAILS. 

Are yon a subscriber to th is paper? If 
not, why not? You will do us good and 
yourself good by sending eighteen-pence 
(1/6) to the Organising Secretary, or to 
the Victorian Treasurer and thus ensur-
ing regular delivery to your address. Do 
i t now. 

Some of our donors are anonymous ail(f 
such amounts received by post of necessity 
must go unacknowledged. Maybe these 
kind givers are amongst our readers, so 
to the following we express our t hanks : 
'' Petersham Woman, ' ' " Wahroonga Wor-
k e r , " " A n o n , " " B o w r a l . " 

Our Church contemporaries have been 
kind in their notices of our work. The 
Victorian Church of England 'Messenger ' 
(Rev. A. Law, B. D.? Editor)? recently pub-
lished an extensive two-page article with 
i l lustrations, dealing with the B.C.A. I t 

was a valuable piece of publicity. The 
" C h u r c h R e c o r d " and " C h u r c h Stand-
ard ' ' are not one whit behind in similar 
readiness to help forward our Society. To 
them also we owe a debt of thanks . 

An interest ing fact was disclosed at the 
recent B.C.A. luncheon a t Sydney. Four 
lads completed their course together a t the 
Cleveland Street High School in 1905, and 
then left to follow their respective call-
ings. Eleven years af ter they met at 
Moore Theological College, which each 
had entered as a student. The four (of 
whom one is the Rev. N . i l a v i l a n d ) are 
in orders. This is a fine record, bringing 
credit to our Public School system, and 
also to Ven. Archdeacon Boyce, of whose 
Religious Instruct ion class they were mem-
bers. 

Workers and helpers are increasing. We 
are encouraged by some friends at East-
wood who propose to organise a Sale of 
Work for Missions, to be held in Septem-
ber next. I t is intended tha t the j>ro-
ceeds be devoted in par t to the B.C.A. 

The work of a Boys ' Band, under leader-
ship of Mr. T. F . Rowe, St. Ba rnabas ' , 
George Street West, is worthy of notice. 
Every week a group gets busy with plane 
and chisel and saw. Scraps of wood are 
being transformed into neat and a t t rac-
t ive toys—also useful household needs. 
They have solved the mystery of making 
something from nothing. Incidcnt ly the 
sale of the articles helps swell the fund 
of the Mission. Here is an example which 
other parishes can wel l - fol low^ 

Account of our Annual Campaign" in 
which Rev. F . W. Harvey (West Darl ing) 
and Rev. R. R. Hawkins (Cobar Mission) 
took such prominent par t must be held 
over till next issue. 

We expect to hear shortly the story of 
the Murat Bay work, South Austral ia. Mr. 
Havi land has just reached tha t far dis-
tan t mission and has commenced labours 
in earnest. We pray tha t the inspiration 
of the Farewell Communion service, held 
in St. Andrew ' s Cathedral, will always be 
with him. Truly tha t will be ever a day 
of remembrance to us. We thank the 
Dean of Sydney for his message. 

Moore College is to be congratulated on 
its record of service under the B.C.A. At 
present it has five of its old students en-
gaged in this distinctive work. The fact 
speaks for itself and also calls to other 
t ra in ing colleges. 

WATCHING UNTO PRAYER. 

We publish two prayers (adopted from 
various sources) in the hope tha t our 
friends will find them helpful in remember-
ing our work. Especially we ask the 
clergy to use them at their intercession 
services. 

Almighty God, Who of old didst plant 
Thy Church in this land and Who art 
pleased to use Thy people as fellow-
workers with Thvself: look down we be-

t/ 7 

seech Thee upon all those whom Thou has 
kni t together in the fellowship of the 
Bush Church Aid Society: i ts president, 
i ts councillors, i ts members, and its sup-
porters. We thank and praise Thee for , 
rich blessing poured out upon their 
labours. Earnest ly we ask that Thy HoJv 
Spirit may ever lead them to do Thy will 
in this great land of x\ustralia so that in 
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every dis tant and difficult outpost the 
witness of Christ may be maintained and 
the Word of the Lord have free course and 
be glorified. Give to all who shall hear 
of i ts work the spirit of t rue sacrifice, 
zeal for Thy service and generosity in 
Thy work. May it be more fully used by 
Thee in the days to come for the building 
up Thy Church and the br inging in of 
the King. We ask i t in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Who in the days 
of Thy flesh, didst send out to Thine own 
people those whom Thou hadst taught and 
didst equip them with mighty power for 
effective service; we beseech Thee to raise 
up by Thy Spirit young men and women 
who shall be willing to go forth into the 
wide spaces and lonely set t lements of this 
land, bearing with them the Evangel of 
Thy Love and Redeeming Power. Bless 
all those who at this t ime minister of the 
Word and Sacraments .to needy souls and 
congregations. Especially do we pray Thee 
to comfort and strengthen those who work 
under the Bush Church Aid Society (here 
mention the workers and their posts) . 
Grant them great courage, abounding 
faith, and true success in their labours. 
May all tha t they do be for the winning 
of men and women to Thy service and for 
the honour and glory of Thy Name, Who 
with the Fa the r and the Holy Spirit art, 
ever to be adored and praised. World 
without end. Amen. 

Quickly the skilful a t t endan t prepared the 
bed for the pat ient . Then when all was 
ready, the kindly enquiry was made, 
* 'Have you pyjamas? '•' u N o ! ' J was the 
indignant correction, " I ' v e got appender-
c i t u s . " 

x H E A N S W E R UNEXPECTED. 

I t is a hot day in early November. 
Urgent messages reach the travell ing 
preacher tha t a lonely " f o s s i e k e r " is an-
xious to meet him. Par t iculars of the 
man and his need are not forthcoming. 
Anyhow there is the call and though it 
means a rough walk two miles off the 
main t rack and though the swag becomes 
heavier and the day hotter , a stimulus and 
a consolation are • f o u n d in the con-
scioubntss of duty, realized and duly car-
ried out. At last the " h u m p y " comes 
to view, and the fossicker, eager and 
excited, rushes out. " D o you come from 
Sydney?'> he asks. " Y e s , " is the reply. 
"Well , wot won the Cup? can you tell 
m e t " 

He was one of N a t u r e ' s best, a true 
son of the soil and dressed accordingly. 
I t was a wet day and so his old felt ha t 
was drawn well over his ears. A couple 
of cornsacks, one on his shoulders, the 
other on his knees, afforded some pro-
tect ion from the rain, and a l i t t le clay 
pipe ju t t ing out from among his whiskers 
provided comfort. Seated on his old grey 
mare he was pushing along the bridle 
t rack. Thus was he met. I t was no time 
for lengthy pastoral ministration; for the 
soaking showers continued. The clerical 
swagman deemed it wiser just to stop the 
rider and give him a tract. " W i l l you 
take this to r e a d ? " he courteously re-
quested, as he handed up the leaflet. 
" R e a d ! " answered the recipient, " R e a d ! 
Why there a in t no blessed feller of tha t 
name l iving in these p a r t s . " 
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Wri thing and moaning with pain he was 
brought to the township hospital. The 
journey from the back country over rough 
roads had not improved his condition. 

As we bring into survey the wrork of a 
complete year ^the lirst in our h is tory ; 
our near ts must go up in praise to uod 
tor abounding blessing whicn has been 
bestowed upon us. We cannot forget t ha t 
tne service we have under taken is o± 
much responsibility and of ven ture ; but 
we can humbly claim tha t r ightful _ -id-
anee has been given us. Moreover, gener-
ous support from God's people has been 
accorded us. These things we interpret as 
indicat ing tha t our Fa the r has- been with 
us and by His (Spirit has commanded our 
cause to the interest and sympathy of 
those who love and serve Him. To God, 
through Jesus Christ, must be the honour 
and glory. 

In detail ing the events and undertak-
ings of the past year we are sadly con-
strained to mention the " H o m e C a l l " of 
our first President , Bishop Pain . He 
was one of the founders of the Society 
and his wisdom and council helped much 
in the work at i ts inception. His memory 
will ever be revered by all Churchmen and 
his episcopate in the huge missionary dio-
cese of Gippsiand will s tand as a monu-
ment of his worth and zeal. "B le s sed are 
the dead which die in the Lord, for their 
works follow t h e m . " 

To the vacant position the Right Rev. 
Bishop Langley, one time Archdeacon of 
Sydney and Bishop of Bendigo, was elect-
ed. We are indebted to him for his ac-
ceptance of the post, also for the earnest 
advocacy which he gives to our cause, es-
pecially in the State of Victoria. 

The growth of our work could be more 
easily seen if i t were set forth on a map 
ra ther than in a report. We are happy 
to s ta te tha t at the present t ime we are 
operating in three States of the Common-
wealth. This simple fact needs emphasis; 
for many Churchpeople, even some of our 
warm supporters, conclude tha t our activi-
ties are confined to New South Wales. Our 
humble claim is tha t our Society is con-
t inenta l in its outlook and seeks to be con-
t inenta l in i ts operations. Ours is the 
only Anglican Home Mission Society 
which works for Austral ia as a whole. 

Yet i t is in New South Wales with i ts 
huge area tha t we find na tu ra l outlet for 
much of our energy. Cobar may be regard-
ed as the nearest of the outposts for 
which we have found men. Here the 
Rev. R. R. Hawkins , Th.L., continues his 
useful wTork and virile ministry in the face 
of much depression. Discouraging in-
dustr ial conditions still prevail in t ha t one-
time busy mining township, and the popu-
lation is seriously depleted by departures. 
However, in the hinter-land of Cobar there 
is extensive station and selection country 
with people who stand in need of the 
ministrat ions of the Church of England. 
For work in t ha t area with its much 
travell ing we have equipped Mr. Hawkins 

with a suitable motor side-car outfit. 
Many friends of the Society responded to 
the appeal which we made concerning this 
need. We thank them for their support 
and would disclose to others the fact t ha t 
the fund has not yet been closed. 

Going further west we reach the town-
ship of Wilcannia, t ha t centre of the West 
Darl ing country, with i ts several isolated 
sett lements and i ts wide-stretching spaces. 
We are proud to have the West Darl ing 
Mission in our interest and care, and 
proud also to have the Rev. F . W. Har-
vey and his wife in charge of the work. 
We may say here t ha t the recovery in 
the life and condition of the Church at 
tha t centre after so long an interregnum 
is a test imony to other labours, and, we 
think, a justification for the existence of 
the Bush Church Aid Society. 

In touching upon Wilcannia work we 
may be pardoned for referring to the In-
terim Report read a t our meeting held in 
August last. A brief paragraph runs 
thus : " W e have counselled Mr. Harvey to 
give the mat te r (of a needed hostel for 
Pro tes tan t children) his earliest at ten-
t i o n . " The occasion for this advice we 
ail know. The Roman Church had en-
joyed undisturbed possession of the field 
for th i r ty years, meeting a need felt by 
parents in the Fa r West and turning tha t 
need into her own advantage and to the 
great disadvantage of our Church. Our 
children were '' going o v e r ' ' as a result of 
convent influence. We felt tha t our a t t i -
tude must not be of blame or accusation; 
it must be of definite constructive Pro-
testant ism. Eight months ago the Hostel 
was in prospect, sometimes dim and shad-
owy, to-day it is in being. I t is a fact 
to be reckoned with in Church history of 
New South Wales. Commenced by Mr. 
and Mrs. Harvey in the l i t t le cottage 
which served as a vicarage, i t now is re-
presented by one of the most commodious 
residences in Wilcannia. More than tha t , 
through the Christian generosity of a sup-
porter, the B.C.A. is completing negotia-
tions for the purchase, outr ight , of the 
whole property. This we reckon will be 
an asset to the work and to t rue Church-
man ship in those dis tant par ts . 

A long journey beyond Wilcannia will 
br ing us to Broken Hill. The Society is 
supporting the minis t ry of the Word and 
Sacraments in the two parishes of tha t 
ra ther distressful town. Here work is 
difficult—extremely difficult—and fai th 
and courage and wisdom are needed to 
a t t ack the sore problems presented in tha t 
centre where conflict of industr ia l and 
social ideals prevails. Since our last re-
port the Rev. R. H. Fulford, of Bendigo 
diocese, entered upon his minis t ry in the 
parish of South Broken Hill and Rai lway 
Town. Your Council realised the value of 
the work which he was doing there and 
has been pleased to make an annual 
grant towards his support. The Venerable 
Archdeacon Godfrey Smith labours on in 
his large and responsible parish, upholding 
the name of the Church in the F a r West. 

Taking these three centres: Cobar, Wil-
cannia, Broken Hill, into survey, i t can be 
seen tha t the. Society has established in-
terests in a great portion of the Sta te of 
New South Wales, touching Bathurs t and 
Riverina dioceses and covering the further-
most western areas. Incidental ly i t will 
be noticed tha t our slogan is based on fact, 
" W e begin where the Railway e n d s . " 
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We liave been glad to continue to help 
the work of the Grafton Brotherhood, 
which, under the leadership of Canon 
Watson, the Society is rendering fine ser-
vice for the Church in the Furthest North 
of the State. Besides sending probation-
Brothers we have been able to secure for 
the Brotherhood a sub-warden, the Rev. 
F. G. Alexander, who is supported by our 
parent society. I t encourages us to find 
that the assistance of the B.C.A. is ap-
preciated by the staff of that organisation. 

I t must not be overlooked that at the 
call and with the approval of the Society 
Miss M. Purcell proceeded to Wilcannia as 
Hostel sister. This has proved a fine ap-
pointment and Miss PurcelPs talents ren-
der the Hostel attractive and her in-
fluence tells upon the whole Church life in 
the parish. For the Church of England 
Hostels at Lismore the Society has se-
cured two matrons, also for the newly-
opened establishment at Wollongong. I t 
may be that these towns are too near to 
be within the sphere our particular inter-
ests, but the filling these positions shows 
that the B.C.A. can be of service to the 
Church at large. 

In Victoria our work has begun to take 
root. We have been able to help two 
parishes in the Upper Murray country, also 
to undertake responsibility for the main-
tenance of a clergyman at the big Con-
struction Camp at Torumbarry, on the 
Murray River, diocese of Bendigo. We 
had arranged to support Rev. W. H. Bat-
ten at the Camp at Wodonga—Albury. 
Just as he began his ministry he fell a vic-
tim to serious illness and since that time 
has not been able to resume his ministry. 
This post is still vacant. 

The Bishop of Gippsland is desirous that 
the Society give attention to work in the 
Big Scrub of his diocese. Investigation 
of need is being made and it may be that 
some useful work will be disclosed as 
worthy of the Society's support. 

We are glad to report that the Society 
has found a field for operation in the far 
distant and truly missionary diocese of 
Willochra in South Australia. The Par 
West Mission at Murat Bay, round the 
Great Australian Bight is a real piece of 
Home Mission work that demands arduous 
and heroic serive. At our charges the Rev. 
N. Haviland, late of St. Stephen's, Will-
oughby, has proceeded to this distant out-
post and will work with our support. We 
believe that this will open up big possi-
bilities to us in that State. His Lordship 
the Bishop of Willochra has invited the 
Organizing Secretary to visit the diocese 
and investigate other fields, where perhaps 
the Society might well be engaged. 

Another activity to which we have 
given attention is that of the distri-
bution of healthy literature. Periodically 
large supplies of religious books, pamph-
lets, also of fiction, are posted out to dis-
tant centres. We are grateful to many 
friends for supplying this reading matter 
and to others for dispatching it. In this 
connection it must be added that through 
the liberality of a family which has sup-
ported the Society from the beginning, we 
have been enabled to purchase a complete-
ly equipped Mission Van for evangelistic, 
pastoral and literature-distribution work. 
The outfit is a valuable asset and should 
prove to be the medium of a most useful 

-xutiA^rxixipli-ri&vAaA m i n i s t r y * * out b a c k . ? y 

An important concern to our Society is 
that of the training of men and women for 
our distinctive work. I t is absolutely 
necessary that this be kept in the fore-
front. The future of our Society, even the 
future of our Church depends upon it. We 
are grateful for the supply of men which 
has come to Australia from Great Britain: 
there is room here for many workers. But 
we believe that the time has arrived when 
persistent and challenging call should be 
made to the big constituency of youth in 
Australia and that appeal for service 
should be sounded throughout the land. 
The Society has been endeavouring to do 
that not without success; but we could 
wish that the leaders of our Church 

year of propaganda and preliminar 
organisation, a year of expenditure rather 
than receipts—six months of it was spent 
by the Organizing Secretary in four long 
journeys. Yet it is gratifying to notice 
that the actual moneys received by the 
Society, apart from remittances, amounted 
to £556/6/10, which coupled with £89/7/8 
received by the Melbourne Treasurer, 
makes up the total of £665/14/6. We 
closed the year witik a credit balance of 
£22/14/-, also with 'an amount of £243/ 
19/1 due from parent society. We thank-
fully note that at time of reading this 
report the Secretary's receipts for Jan-
uary to April 26 amount to £1,000 approxi-
mately. 

His Majesty's Mail Out-back. 

would take the matter up. Young AUB-
tralians are capable of great and heroic 
service. We should see that the ideals 
of that service, especially in the ministry 
of the Word and Sacraments, be placed 
before them in winsome and manly 
fashion. We are glad to say that at pre-
sent we have three student candidates: 
Miss L. Greenwood, who is completing 
her course at Deaconess House, Sydney; 
Mr. R. Hobden, at present at Moore Theo-
logical College, and Mr. R. Phillips (first 
fruits of Trinity Grammar School, Dul-
wich Hill), who is taking an Arts course 
at the University of Sydney. These three 
are pledged to our work when their 
training is finished. There are others with 
whom the Society at present is in touch, 

,both here and in Victoria. 
Our quarterly journal " T h e Real Aus-

t r a l i a n / ' is now launched and is meeting 
with a welcome. At the present time it 
possesses about 600 subscribers—we want 
at least 1,000. A useful medium it proves 
to be of news of the enterprises in which 
we are engaged. 

Of matters financial the Balance Sheet 
will speak. Last year was of necessity a 

Such then are the details in a general 
review of our affairs. We close with 
these notes: Determination, The B.C.A. 
Society has come to stay. We have under-
taken a work which has not yet been at-
tempted by others and we reckon that 
in dealing with the big Home Mission 
problem of Australia the work of the So-
ciety must not be overlooked by the 
powers that be. The Society has justified 
itself. I t meets a need and as long as 
the need exists we shall continue. 

Thankfulness and Hope.—-People in the 
cities and suburbs have followed our lead 
and have clearly shown their willingness 
to render substantial support. From var-
ious and unexpected quarters in the States 
has help been received. We go on. Big 
things await the doing, and by the grace 
of our God we shall do them. 

For the Council, 
S. J. ICERRBY. 

Sydney,April 26, 1921, 
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